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This morning is the time we have set aside, the world has set aside, to celebrate the resurrection of Jesus Christ.  When Jesus Christ actually rose from a state of deadness and in a grave for 3 days.

The question is, why do we celebrate it?   Do we celebrate it because we love Jesus, and we are just celebrating an historical event that happened over 2000 years ago?  Do we celebrate it because it's only to gain a better place after we die?—that is what most people understand about the resurrection.

Or does it have a meaning for us now?

When I was a child I always wondered about it.  I heard about it.  We celebrated it.  We got all dressed up for Easter.  We got a new Easter hat.  Got our hair done.  We all went to church.  We listened to them talk about how Jesus rose from the dead.  And everybody was excited about it.   And I sat there and thought, I have got to be so stupid... I just don't get it.

But because everyone else seemed to, or at least, no one seemed to question it, I kept quiet... about my confusion.  And I just wondered.   I remember being a very little girl sitting in a seat in a Catholic service, listening to Latin, not knowing one word or understanding anything that was going on, and staring at that Cross behind that priest's head, with Jesus hanging on it, wondering what in the world did He do that for?   You know, if He was really all that powerful, why did He do that?

And how does that affect me?   And what is all this about Him being raised from the dead?  Why is this the anchor of our hope?   What does that mean... the anchor of our hope?  Does this mean when I die I get to go to heaven, and that's the only thing it means?   Or does it have some particular meaning for us now?

So, now I know better.  Now I know that very few people have really understood what it means for us now.   And how it pertains to us.   And how it affects or can affect our lives in such a dynamic way if we only really understood it.  OK?   And the reason that we don’t get it, is because basically the only thing that I know that is being taught out there, is that it’s the anchor of our hope, with not much explanation past that.  Or it means that you’re going to get to go to heaven after you die and that’s the anchor of your hope.  No! No! No!  It is so much more than that, that I can’t even begin to describe it in such a short amount of time.  But we’re going to try.  Okay, today we’re going to really get into it.

There’s two fold meaning on two separate different levels of consciousness about the resurrection.  I want to talk about the first one.  It’s the deepest one.  It’s the one we rarely ever hear about it.  But it’s the one that will change our lives period.  Change our lives period.  Okay?  

To understand it we must explore the phrase “in Christ.”  When I was in Bible College we had an assignment to do one semester that we were to look up every time the phrase “in Christ” appeared in the New Testament.  In the New Testament the phrase “in Christ” and the meaning of it is actually the pivotal point, the foundation, the root of our understanding of what this deal about Jesus, what this deal about Christianity, what this deal about Living Beyond Disease is really all about—in Christ.  

In Ephesians it says that before the foundation of the world—before the world was ever formed and framed—we were in Christ.  That’s what it says.  Now, not when we make the magic prayer, not when we get baptized, not when we do any of the religious rituals, but before the foundation of the world we have been always in Christ.  Those rituals help us to become aware of it, to be able to live out from that, to have an experience with it, to where it’s meaningful to us perhaps.  But before the foundation of the world we were in Christ.  

Now why is that important?  Because the way God sees His creation, or the way God sees us, is that there is One Life and it’s His Life.  One Life and it’s His Life.  And creation is formed for the intention of revealing His Life.  That’s what the creation is all about.  The intention of the visible creation is to reveal His Life.  

Now the ultimate expression of the One Life was Jesus Christ.  He was the ultimate—and still is—the ultimate expression of that One Life.  And so he’s called the Only Begotten Son, the One Son.  Now that makes us feel kind of left out, kind of separate from him, right?  And it makes him exalted and us inferior, right?  But no, not so!  Because we have been in Him, in this Only Begotten Son, before the foundation of the world.  

You see, it says in First Corinthians, by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, even the body of the One Son.  So when God looks at His creation He looks at His beloved Son as all of us.  He doesn’t see Jesus as separate from us.  Now shocking as that is, it’s true.  He sees His One Son,  He looks upon us as His beloved Only Begotten Son.  He sees past all the muck and mire of the stuff that we believe about ourselves and about each other, all the nonsense that we’ve been taught about how undone and inferior and separate from God that we are, all the goofy stuff that we’ve been told about how awful we are and how we have to suffer and how we have to feel such pain in order to gain into God’s favor—all this goofy nonsense.  He sees past all that.  And He sees what He’s created, One Life expressed as One Son and all of us baptized by One Spirit into that One Son.  And so we’re all in Him.  God is revealing Himself as One and we are in Him.  Okay?

Now, why is that important?  Well let’s follow it through to see the importance of it.  

The book of Galatians says, that you were in Him when He was sent to the earth.  Now remember it’s hard to get your mind and your heart to grasp and get around this kind of a concept, because we think in terms of a linear kind of an ideology, where Jesus lived 2000 years ago and we live today.  But Eternity is not so.  Eternity is like a great big huge sphere of absolute and it doesn’t have time and it doesn’t have a linear progression.  It just is right now.  And the right now is Eternity.  Okay?  And so whatever happened in the linear 2000 years ago is right now, and whatever is going to happen 2000 years from now is right now.  It’s just a little hard for us to grasp with our mortal minds, but none the less it’s true.

And so when Jesus was sent to this earth to fulfill a specific purpose and intention, you were, I was, we all were in Him, sent to fulfill the same purpose and intention as Him in Him.  So as he fulfilled it, we were fulfilling it as One Son.  Okay?

And so when he was born in a manger, you were in Him.  And when the angels sang His praise and the Wise Men came, you were in Him.  And see, when He went to the temple as a young boy and he was teaching the Rabbi’s, and his mom and dad had lost Him and they were so scared and they searched for him and found him standing there teaching the elders, you were in Him, filled with the wisdom and the understanding of the ages, filled with knowledge, filled with insight.  Not coming behind in anything because you possess the Mind of Christ.  You were and are in Him.  You see?  

It’s very significant, because if you possess the Mind of Christ, then you can no longer live out from a mind that feels separate and foolish and stupid and uninformed.  You see.  You can’t be dragged along by the current of the human consciousness into their destruction, because now you know, hey, I was in Him and I still am and He in me.   And so we share the One Mind, the One Spirit, the One Intention, the One Purpose, the One Wisdom, the One Understanding, the One Strength.  Right? 

And so you were in Him and we were all in Him once and for all mankind.  We were in Him when He spent all those years in the carpenter shop, being obedient to His earthly father, being obedient and learning from His Heavenly Father.  Being still, letting all that fill up in his soul before He was sent out, we were in him.  We were in Him when He went to the river Jordan and He was baptized of John the Baptist.  It says so in Ephesians.  You were in Him when He was baptized.  That’s when you were truly baptized into your purpose, into the fulfillment of your purpose and intention, you were in Him.  When He came up out of that water and the Holy Spirit fell upon Him and said, “This is my Beloved Son, hear Him, I am so well pleased with Him,” God was talking about you and all of us.  

You were in Him as He walked the streets of Judea and Galilee, of Jerusalem, and the shores of Capernaum.  You were in Him when He taught the fishermen to bring in those fish, when He multiplied the loaves and fish and fed the people, when He raised dead people when He healed blind people, deaf people, sick people, infirmed people, when he spoke words of wisdom and words that were beyond their understanding, we were in Him.  We were sharing that wisdom and that understanding.  We were healing the multitudes and feeding them.  And loving God and loving them and fulfilling our purpose.  We were in Him.

Now, we were in Him when he chose to take the whole entire human consciousness—also called the sin consciousness, because sin means entertaining a sense of separation from who we really Are—entertaining a sense of separation.  And out from that sense of separation all manner of evil flows.  

But see, the book of Hebrew says, when Jesus died on the cross He took the whole sin consciousness and He buried it.  He destroyed and buried it, and so any ideologies or human consciousness or any words you want to use of the kind of thought and human ideology that causes us to feel so inferior, so separate, so undone, so sinful and then accept suffering and disease and sin and horror and hardship and pain and tears and grief and sorrow.  You see, he took that whole consciousness and buried it.  And guess what?  You were in Him at the Garden of Gethsemane.  You were in Him when He hung on that cross accepting that whole sin consciousness in order to destroy it. 

And then you were in Him in the grave when He opened the prison doors of all those who had gone on before Him that did not enjoy the effect of being free of a sin consciousness, of a human consciousness onto such destruction.  And then we rose with Him.  When he came up out of that grave, folks you were in Him.  Colossians says, you were in Him when he rose from the grave.   It says, you’re seated now at the right hand of the Father, which is the power, the power and authority and dominion of God to subdue anything that appears that is unlike Christ, unlike the Kingdom of God.  You sit in Him at the hand of power and authority.  Every word now that you speak is the word of God.  Better watch what we speak, huh?

We are in the resurrected Jesus Christ right now.  This is not something, folks, that we look forward to down in the eons of time.  This isn’t something that we look forward to after we’ve suffered and endured such pain and hardship.  This isn’t something that we look forward to when we die, maybe if we’re lucky.  This isn’t something that we have to come back to earth and be reincarnated a bazillion times in order to gain.  This isn’t something for the future.  This is something that has already occurred.  And you are in It and have always been in It.  But this may be your day to understand it.  

You see, the significance of this is, that you’re hid, it says, in Christ, in God.  You’re hid in Christ, in God.  If you know this and you understand that this is what the resurrection really means, it means your resurrection out from the human consciousness and all the religious ideologies and all the science ideologies that have consigned us to such pain and such misery and such suffering.  And consigned our children to such horror as we as parents stand by ringing our hands feeling so impotent.  No, all that was destroyed and you were there in Him, destroying it as Him, in Him, with Him, through Him, by Him.  

Now why is the resurrection the anchor of our hope?  Because we have arisen with Him.  Folks, we live on the other side of the cross.  We don’t live on the left side of the cross watching what Jesus did and wondering when it’s finally going to have some effect on us.  Baloney on that.  We live on the other side of the cross, on the other side of the grave.  We’re hid in Christ, in God.  Listen to this:  “You are the righteousness of God in Christ,” it says.  Now if that doesn’t cause you to stop and think.  You are the righteousness of God as you accept the fact that you are hid in Christ.  Colossians says, you are completely whole in Christ.  You’re complete and whole.  You’re not still sick, you’re not still undone, you’re not still ignorant of the truth.  You don’t have to remain in this state of misery and suffering.  You don’t have to remain in this state of living in sadness and sorrow, feeling so impotent and so unpowerful, so weak, so fragile, so frail, so victimized, so vulnerable.  No!  That’s not what this is all about and it’s not what it’s for.  

You are on one hand… everybody’s exalting Jesus today, oh what a wonderful thing he did, but we’re living in poverty, in the poverty of disease, and the poverty of sadness and sorrow, in the poverty of our children suffering on drugs and misery and out on the streets or lost or where are they or who knows.  How can we talk about and exalt something that happened 2000 years ago and not identify with It, as It, in It right now, when it says it in black and white that that’s what happened.  How can we live in such impotence, such victimization, such fragility, such horror and still be talking about, “Oh, how I love Jesus,” and “Let’s all talk about the resurrection of Jesus.”  

If you’re going to talk about the resurrection of Jesus you’ve got to talk about your resurrection, because you were in Him.  Colossians, Chapter 3 says, that if you be risen with Christ you are also seated at the right hand of power and authority.  It says, all principalities are under your feet and you’re hid in Christ, in God.  You are the wisdom of Christ right now, the strength, the power, the authority.  You live and are capable this very moment of living in this resurrected exalted state of the Kingdom of God, at hand.  You’re exempt from the hysterical madness of the effects of the human belief system, including disease.  And that’s why we call Him Savior.  And that’s why we exalt this day, we set this day aside.  But really the resurrection is everyday, every moment of every day.  Every time we accept who we really Are, and where we Live, and in Who we live.  Every time we accept that we live on the other side of the cross, on the other side of the grave, hid in Christ and God, seated at the right hand of the Father, full of the authority and the strength and the power.  

If you don’t know what to do with that?  Ask God.  “Okay, now I hear it, now I know it’s true, now how does that affect me?  And how can I make it work for me?”  Well, first you have to understand it.  First you have to accept it.  Then you have to take hold of it and get your heart and your mind around it, in spite of the empirical evidence to the contrary, in spite of the fact that your body maybe looks diseased or feels diseased, in spite of the fact, that your purse is empty and your bank account is zero.  In spite of the fact that your family is in a terrible state of dysfunction.  In spite of the fact, that there are other horrible things going on in your life.  

You cannot look at the empirical evidence and have it declare to you this truth, you must declare the truth and let the evidence line up with the truth.  See, that’s what faith is.  Faith says that I’m not going to look at the evidence to determine what the truth is, I’m going to look at the truth, I’m going to confess it, I’m going to take hold of it, I’m going to embrace it, I’m going to give God thanks for it, I’m going to celebrate it.  And then the Spirit of God will cause the evidence to line up with the truth.  And that’s what today is really all about.  That’s what today is all about, folks.  That’s what the resurrection is all about.  

It’s not about something that just happened 2000 years ago that we can all get our Easter bonnets on and we can go to church now, maybe the only two times of the year we go to church, which is just fine, whatever.  It’s not how many times we go to church or even if we do.  It’s are you accepting the reality that you are hid in Christ in the resurrection, seated now at the right hand of the Father, full of the authority and strength.  Now when you read the words, go out and take dominion and subdue the whole human consciousness, and deliver them from the pain and suffering, now you understand how it can happen.  Now you understand how you can do it.  Now it starts making sense to you, right?  Now, you’ve got a tool to work with.  Because now, you’re starting on the side of power and authority.  Now you’re not starting behind the eight ball, wondering how you’re ever going to climb out from behind it.  This is the resurrection.  This is what it’s all about.

It’s radical.  It’s radical, but it’s real.  And it’s our hope.  That’s the anchor of our hope.

